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The year of 2015 was filled with many 
wonderful blessings for me. The “special 

high” was being in Rome in early December 
with forty parishioners from St. Martha and 
elsewhere to attend the opening Mass for the 
Jubilee Year of Mercy. The piazza in front of 
St. Peter’s Basilica was filled to capacity with 
people from all over the world and Pope Fran-
cis called us Catholics to “be merciful as our 
Heavenly Father.” At the end of the papal lit-
urgy the Holy Father opened the Holy Doors 
of the basilica and the year-long journey seek-
ing and extending the mercy of God began. 
It was a privileged moment for everyone but 
especially for me. This celebration marked the 
50th anniversary of the closing of the Second 
Vatican Council and I had been present on 
that occasion as well! The big difference was 
that then I was a young seminarian filled with 
awe but unaware of the historic event that was 
unfolding before me. Now I was present as a 
priest of the Church and filled with deep grati-
tude and quiet awe for having witnessed the 
great impact of the Council on the life of the 
universal Church. God is good all the time!
 During the pilgrimage I was able to take 
the participants to the church of Santa Maria 
in Trastevere to experience one of the many 
great blessings produced by the Council. 

There we attended sung Evening Prayer with 
the Community of Sant’Egidio. It is a move-
ment of lay people dedicated to evangeliza-
tion and charity in Rome and in more than 
73 countries around the world. Much like our 
Martha’s Kitchen ministry, these lay volun-
teers dedicate themselves to prayer, service to 
the poor, evangelization, and ecumenical dia-
logue to help make this a better world. They 
meet each evening Monday through Friday at 
8:30 pm to pray together and share fellowship. 
If you are ever in Rome, it is a great place to 
go to be lifted up in prayer and to experience 
wonderful hospitality. 
 I hope you enjoy reading in this newslet-
ter about some of the many activities here at 
St. Martha that help us appreciate our Catholic 
faith and the opportunity that we have to build 
a better world in our local community. We are 
in the midst of “Counting Our Blessings” as 
we implement our parish master plan and look 
forward to share the Gospel message, cel-
ebrate the mysteries of Jesus Christ, and build 
the Kingdom of God by “being merciful like 
the Father.”

Fr. Chester L. Borski
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Extraordinary Jubilee
of Mercy

Dec. 8, 2015 - Nov. 20, 2016 - “It will be a Holy Year of Mercy” -Pope Francis

On May 15, 2015, Pope Francis announced an extraor-
dinary jubilee, a Holy Year of Mercy from December 

8, 2015, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception until 
November 20, 2016, the Sunday dedicated to Christ the King. 
Pope Francis has declared a Jubilee Year of Mercy to allow us 
us to focus on and deepen our gratitude for the loving mercy of 
God. As with all jubilee years, the Year of Mercy will include 
the use of a Holy Door, a specially designated entrance that 
has spiritual and symbolic meaning for Catholics.
 In this Jubilee Year of Mercy, passing through a Holy Door 
is part of the pilgrimage that all Catholics are encouraged to 
make, whether during a trip to Rome or a trip to the cathedrals 
or specially designated churches in their own dioceses. These 
pilgrimages come with special graces, and they allow each of 
us to share in the many blessings of the Holy Year.
 Eight Catholic churches in the Archdiocese will serve as 
pilgrimage sites during the Holy Year of Mercy.

Holy Doors and Pilgrimage Sites in the Archdiocese of 
Galveston-Houston

 In accord with Misericordiae vultus, the Bull of Indiction of 
the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, paragraph 3, Cardinal DiNardo 
has decreed that a Holy Door be opened at the following churches, 
which will serve also as pilgrimage sites during the Holy Year:

• St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica  
(Holy Family Parish, 2011 Church St, Galveston, TX 77550) 

• Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart  
(1111 St. Joseph Parkway, Houston, TX 77002) 

• St. Bernadette Church  
(15500 El Camino Real, Houston, TX, 77062) 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe Church  
(2405 Navigation Blvd, Houston, TX 77003) 

• Our Lady of Lavang Church  
(12320 Old Foltin Rd, Houston, TX, 77086) 

• St. Francis of Assisi Church  
(5100 Dabney St, Houston, TX, 77026) 

• St. Ignatius Church  
(7810 Cypresswood Dr, Spring, TX, 77379) 

• St. Theresa Church  
(705 St. Theresa Blvd, Sugar Land, TX, 77498)

 Pilgrims who pass through this ‘Door of Mercy’ at any of 
the designated churches receive the Jubilee Indulgence. This 
Jubilee indulgence can be gained once a day for oneself or for 
someone who has died. The Holy Father has stated that, in 
order to receive this Jubilee indulgence, this passage through a 
Holy Door must be linked with saying the Profession of Faith, 
praying for the Holy Father and his intentions, and going to a 
celebration of the Eucharist and the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion. 
 Please note that those who, due to illness or other legiti-
mate reason, are unable to leave their place of residence may 
nonetheless obtain the Jubilee indulgence by uniting them-
selves in spirit with the faithful and offering their prayers and 
suffering in accord with the objectives of the Year of Mercy. 
Similarly, those who are incarcerated “may obtain the indul-
gence in the chapels of the prisons.”
 You can find the link to the official Jubilee Year of Mercy 
Website on our parish website: www.stmartha.com
 For more information about upcoming events and pro-
grams in our diocese for the celebration of the Year of Mercy, 
visit: http://www.archgh.org/yearofmercy/ 

Pope Francis’ Prayer for the Jubilee Year of Mercy
 You are the visible face of the invisible Father, of the God 
who manifests his power above all by forgiveness and mercy: 
let the Church be your visible face in the world, its Lord risen 
and glorified. You willed that your ministers would also be 
clothed in weakness in order that they may feel compassion 
for those in ignorance and error: let everyone who approaches 
them feel sought after, loved, and forgiven by God. Send your 
Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing, so 
that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from the 
Lord, and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may bring 
good news to the poor, proclaim liberty to captives and the 
oppressed, and restore sight to the blind. We ask this through 
the intercession of Mary, Mother of Mercy, you who live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever.
 Amen.
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Lenten Schedule 
ASH WEDNESDAY, February 10:
Mass times: 8:30 a.m. School Mass (Activity Center on the Woodland Hills Campus), 
10:00 a.m. (Church) and 7:30 p.m. Bi-lingual Mass (Church)
Distribution of Ashes: 6:30 a.m. (Church), 12 noon (Church), and
4:30 p.m. (Activity Center on Woodland Hills Campus)

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

FISH FRY: Fridays at 6:00 p.m. (Family Life Center)

COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICE: Thursday, March 3, 6:30 p.m. 
(St. Mary Magdalene in Humble)

PARISH MISSION: March 7 through March 10 (see schedule below).

ANOINTING OF THE SICK MASS: Wednesday, March 23, at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

TRIDUUM SCHEDULE:
HOLY THURSDAY MASS, March 24: 7:30 p.m.
GOOD FRIDAY, March 25: 3:00 p.m. - Liturgy of the Word, Veneration of the Cross, and Holy Communion. 
7:30 p.m. - Stations of the Cross
EASTER VIGIL, March 26: 8:30 p.m.
EASTER SUNDAY, March 27: 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m. (Spanish Mass)
Masses in the Activity Center at the Woodland Hills Campus 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.

REGULAR TIMES FOR SACRAMENT OF PENANCE:
Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays 10:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to 5:20 p.m.
For the Year of Mercy there will also be Reconciliation held from 8:30 a.m. until 11:00 p.m. on Friday, March 4.

PARISH MISSION SCHEDULE
Monday, March 7, 7:00 p.m.: Parish Mission talk on Forgiveness
Tuesday, March 8, 7:00 p.m.: Intergenerational Healing Mass (Bi-lingual). More information to come in the Bulletin.
Wednesday, March 9, 7:00 p.m.: Adoration and Worship
Thursday, March 10, 7:00 p.m.: Parish Mission talk on Forgiveness (Spanish) 

Presenter: Fr. Francis Frankovich
Fr. Francis is the Associate Director of the Catholic Charismatic Center, a Companion of the Cross 
and priest of 47 years. He has written several books on forgiveness, including “Forgiving From The 
Heart” and has worked extensively in ministries of healing and deliverance. Fr. Francis has been in 
Houston for more than 15 years, and is currently the director of Hispanic ministries at the Center. 
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St. Martha International 
Ministry Begins!!

 Life in the barrios
 The city of Soacha is a large municipality, with paved 
streets at the lower elevations and a mixture of low income 
housing. People are heading to work, students to school. It is 
5:45 a.m. The city is slowly coming to life. The main carreras 
are already choked with early morning traffic into Bogota. We 
are waiting on a side street for the film crew to catch up; an out 
of place group, one CDA vehicle and 
three motorcycles as escort. An older 
man walks up the street to check us out, 
then turns around and heads back down 
the street. 
 The second vehicle arrives, film 
crew on board, and we roar up the quiet 
street. As we turn right, the lead moto 
sets an aggressive pace and we start to 
climb higher. Then the grade increases 
significantly and we are immediately on dirt roads, the pave-
ment of the city disappearing in the rear view mirror. The ve-
hicle rocks and jolts on the deep rutted road and we continue to 
climb a steep ascent as we pass houses, businesses, unknown 
buildings constructed of brick, mortar and wood. Roofs are 
made of sheet metal, overlapping and secured by large rocks 
and anything that can add weight.
 Eventually, the brick and mortar give way to improvisa-
tion. Materials are anything that can be found in the basura 
(garbage). Plastic sheets, scrap wood, old doors long past their 
use and thrown away become key building materials. Dogs 
wander along the road, picking breakfast out of the trash sitting 
in front of the houses that await the arrival 
of the trash truck. The sun is just climb-
ing over the mountain top, large and bright 
on the horizon. Roosters are crowing from 
several directions. Music begins to blare 
from the various bars tucked around the 
hillside. Already a young man carrying a 
bottle of cerveza stumbles down the road 

and gazes at the film crew. 
 Jessica is a success story in this struggle to survive. She 
could have easily passed for a first year college student, but al-
ready has three children and a husband. Sophie is the youngest, 
very much the cute baby. Justin is next, just into walking and a 
little unstable on the steep roads. Charol is the oldest, and loves 
to follow mommy around the house. Jessica has started her own 

business. She rents out a portable wash-
ing machine to the neighbors so that they 
can do their laundry. Portable is a bit of 
a stretch, yet she carries the machine 
on her back as she delivers it to various 
neighbors. Slowly she makes her way 
up the steep hills, yet in full command 
of the weight she is carrying. The ma-
chine represents her future, her family’s 
future, and hope for a better life.

 Their house is typical for the area, two rooms for living. 
Each just large enough to hold a small bed with a few feet on 
either side. The floor is dirt, but packed hard and swept clean 
with much pride. The front entry has a small garden; lettuce, 
carrots and a few flowers to brighten up the space. They have 
a rabbit and a cat. Both are a joy for the children to play with, 
but only when the cat is at home, as he tends to find trouble 
next door chasing chickens.
 This year, two mission teams from St. Martha will each 
spend a week in Colombia. They will have the opportunity 
to meet people like Jessica. To see how Christian non-profit 
organizations are addressing the root causes of poverty, and 

making a difference. Most importantly, 
they will have the opportunity to contrib-
ute to this work in a substantial and sus-
tainable way. The impacts of their work 
will continue to give to these communities 
long after they return home. The trips are 
in June and September. Later this year we 
will share their stories and experiences.

This year, the Social Justice Committee is sponsoring the first international mission trips for our parish. Hopefully, this 
will blossom into an annual effort to help the poor and vulnerable in Colombia and perhaps other countries. 

Here is a glimpse into mission work.
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 St. Martha Catholic 
Church has been selected 

to participate in a National 
Study

St. Martha Catholic Church has been selected to participate in a national pilot study run by Catholic Leadership Institute. 
This study involves participating in a survey to identify how we are growing spiritually as individuals and the ways in 

which our parish community supports that growth. Through participating in this pilot we hope to:

•  Allow parishioners to reflect on their spiritual growth and discipleship
•  Identify the ways in which the parish effectively supports that growth
•  Look at opportunities to support that growth more in the future
•  Create goals and action plans to achieve that growth

 Please help us by completing a 10-15 minute survey online. The survey will only be available from the week of January 
18 through Ash Wednesday, February 10, and will ask you to reflect on your own spiritual growth and enable you to provide 
feedback on what efforts the parish is doing to help you grow. All responses will be confidential and the parish will only receive 
information about the community as a whole. There are three ways you can participate in this survey:

1.  Survey sent directly to your email address – if we have multiple email addresses per household, you are welcome to
     each fill out your own survey
2.  Survey accessed by a generic link – http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2334891/df06576fe3d3-Generic 
     ideal for our parishioners who do not use email
3.  Survey completed on paper 

 We are trying to get the highest response rate possible. This information will be invaluable to Msgr. Borski and our various 
ministries as we plan ahead and try to be the best disciples we can be. We will receive the results this summer at which time we 
will share what we have learned with the entire parish. 

 For more information or to obtain a paper copy, please contact Jodi at the parish office: 281-358-6637, ext. 201, or email 
jodis@stmartha.com.

Thank you for helping with this important project!
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St. Martha Catholic School
ACCREDITED BY THE TEXAS CATHOLIC CONFERENCE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

SERVING STUDENTS IN PREK – 8TH GRADE | WWW.STMARTHACS.ORG

St. Martha Catholic School
Over 20 Years of Educating Students
Pre-Kindergarten through 8th Grade

Open House
For prospective students

and their families:
Tuesday, February 2, 2016

4 to 6 p.m.
2411 Oak Shores Drive
Kingwood, Texas 77339

For more information, please contact
Jodie Richter at richterj@stmarthacs.org

or visit www.stmarthacs.org.

11th Annual Archdiocesan Steps for Students 5K Run/Walk
February 20, 2016 * 8 a.m. * Sacred Heart Co-Cathedral

 Join Father Richard and the families of St. Martha Catholic School as we participate in the 11th annual Arch-
diocesan Steps for Students 5K Run/Walk on February 20, 2016. This wonderful, fun-filled event for children and 
adults of all ages raises awareness and financial support for Catholic education in Houston and directly benefits 
the students of our parish school.
 We invite you to support the academic and religious programs of our school by joining or donating to our team at  
http://www.firstgiving.com/team/299696. For more information, please email waguespackc@stmarthacs.org.
 The staff, students and families of St. Martha Catholic School greatly appreciate the generous support of our 
wonderful parish! Together we are accomplishing our mission to provide a quality education, sharing in the total 
Catholic formation of each person by developing mind, heart and spirit.
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Capital Campaign Formally Begins!

St. Martha Catholic Church is proud to announce the inauguration of the Counting Our Blessings Capital Campaign. This 
campaign will raise funds needed to raise as much money as possible to address the parish debt. This effort will also detail 

new information that the parish has not yet heard. Additionally, no further development of the Master Plan can be accomplished 
until the debt is retired.
 Over the next couple of months, you will receive information about the campaign from the pulpit, through the mail, in the 
bulletin, at campaign receptions (see details below) and from your fellow parishioners. We ask that everyone give their fullest 
attention and cooperation to the efforts of the campaign as it is important to St. Martha.
 During this campaign, all parishioners will be asked to offer their true sacrificial gifts of stewardship and prayer in order to 
ensure our success.

All Parishioners Will be Invited to a  
Campaign Reception!

 In the coming weeks, all parishioners of St. Martha will 
receive an invitation to attend one of a series of campaign re-
ceptions. At these receptions, Msgr. Borski and members of 
the Campaign Committee will be on hand to discuss the vari-
ous needs of our parish and how we, as a parish family, will 
address these needs. This is your opportunity to learn firsthand 
about the campaign, ask questions, receive your campaign ma-
terials and meet with your fellow parishioners. 
 Because this is an important time in the life of our par-
ish community and we have new information to share, we ask 
that all parishioners take the time to attend a reception. In-
vitations will continue to be mailed over the coming weeks. 
Please RSVP as soon as possible so that we can plan for your 
attendance. See you there!
 If you have any questions, please contact the campaign 
office at 281-358-6637 or at campaign@stmartha.com

Volunteer Sign-up Card

NAME:  ______________________________________________

ENV#:  _______________________________________________

ADDRESS:  ___________________________________________

CITY/ST/ZIP:  _________________________________________

PHONE #  ____________________________________________

It’s not too late to sign up! Just return this form in the 
offertory basket with how you would like to help. 

Count me in! I/We can help with the 

Receptions, Mailings
Phone Calls, or Visits.

(please circle)
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Free Admission

St. Martha Catholic Church
4301 Woodridge Parkway

Porter, TX 77365

TONY MELENDEZ 
IN CONCERT

Hope and Mercy

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL EMMA (281)358-6637 OR MILTON (832)573-5133

Date: February 20, 2016

St. Martha Catholic Church

2016Valentine s 
Gala

Baptized into Christ Jesus, we worship as one and reach out to all.

Location: Kingwood Country Club
1700 Lake Kingwood Trail,
Kingwood TX 77339
Info: Emma Rocha (281)3586637

Cost $60 per person

Time: 7:30pm - 11:30pm

Featuring Mango Punch

    Tickets now 

      
  on sale! 

    


